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From tradition to modernity: Value addition for agroforestry, practical 
experiences and research trial, 24th June 2026 

 

© Obstgarten Farnsberg 

Departure: 07.00 AM, Collège de la Promenade et du Musée d'Art et d'Histoire (Rue des Beaux-Arts  

2) https://maps.app.goo.gl/JotHosGwL7C4kMni6 

Return: 6.30 PM 

Locations: Hof Baregg, Forschungsinstitut für biologischen Landbau FiBL, Eulenhof 

This excursion combines traditional and modern systems that combine fruit production with animal nutri-
tion: traditional meadow orchards, modern fruit-vegetable production and fodder hedges. A specific focus 
lies on the value addition for the fruit produced. 

The excursion begins with a visit to the Obstgarten Farnsberg, a community-managed traditional orchard 
landscape where high-stem fruit trees, extensive meadows and biodiversity conservation are closely linked. 
Lunch takes place at the FiBL Restaurant, with a short input and a tasting from Hazelburger, innovative en-
terprises that transform fruit and nuts from agroforestry. 

In the afternoon, the group visits the FiBL Agroforestry Demoplot, which showcases complex agroforestry 
systems for fruit and fodder production combined with organic crop rotations. 

The excursion concludes with at the Eulenhof Möhlin, a pioneer in modern agroforestry, who integrates 
silvo-horticultural agroforestry system with fruit trees, berries, vegetables and biodiversity zones, alongside 
strong community engagement through education and community-supported agriculture. 

Excursion Participants: 26 

Excursion Responsible:  
Lisa Nilles (AGRIDEA); Phone number: +41 76 246 27 86  
Florian Peyer (AGRIDEA), Phone number: +41 79 916 05 49 
Johanna Rüegg (FiBL),  

Total Participants: 30 
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https://maps.app.goo.gl/JotHosGwL7C4kMni6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/3JJY2uMN7KVpBvtVA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/9izybsQKkpP7NXcu6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/BuYFcdFL4KRgcSQ5A
https://che01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fobstgarten-farnsberg.ch%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C97ce3962bb18488585f508de5fea75a0%7Cddcc3f51f0b445f2ad261537ea975a48%7C0%7C0%7C639053657812097936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eXj3xnqeiU97QfpTnS72qLvIutLCyq91OQyhwAFXqRM%3D&reserved=0
https://che01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fibl.org%2Fen%2Fthemes%2Fprojectdatabase%2Fprojectitem%2Fproject%2F2581&data=05%7C02%7C%7C97ce3962bb18488585f508de5fea75a0%7Cddcc3f51f0b445f2ad261537ea975a48%7C0%7C0%7C639053657812135993%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pZfhbmDM9IiiD7tXaqo5vTscaSC%2B%2B4sEJP32vOy6quk%3D&reserved=0
https://solila.ch/
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Program 

Morning: Visit to the “Obstgarten Farnsberg” – Traditional Orchard (Area Farnsberg)  

    

The Farnsberg orchard is a community-managed traditional agroforestry landscape in which high-stem fruit 
trees, extensive meadows and biodiversity conservation are closely interlinked. Since 2004, BirdLife Switzer-
land has led an ecological enhancement project here. Working in collaboration with 30 local farmers, re-
gional nature conservation groups and the Ebenrain Agricultural Education and Advisory Center, habitats 
are restored and managed to support key target species and enable their long-term survival in the project 
area. The orchard also serves as a learning and community space focused on varietal preservation, ecologi-
cal care and shared stewardship. It demonstrates the cultural and ecological value of historic orchard sys-
tems and their contribution to landscape identity and regional value creation.   

 

Lunch: FiBL Restaurant – “Cuisine & Goût Mieux” feat. Hazelburger (Frick)  

    

We will have lunch at the FiBL Restaurant (https://www.fibl.org/en/locations/switzerland/locations-switzer-
land/frick/fibl-restaurant-frick ), where we will get a short input from Leander Dalbert of Hazelburger 

(https://hazelburger.ch), a local entrepreneur and farmer combining the valorization of traditional and mod-
ern agroforestry systems through transformation of fruits and nuts to specialty products. We will degus-
tate products from agroforestry systems.   

 

Afternoon: FiBL Agroforestry Research Field – Experimental Systems (Frick) 

    

The Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL Switzerland was founded in 1973. Today it is one of the 
world’s leading research and information centres for organic agriculture.   

FiBL is a renowned research and advisory institute covering all aspects of organic food systems in Switzer-
land and internationally, with expertise in diverse agroforestry systems, especially in tropical regions and 
increasingly in temperate regions. Over 300 employes work on all aspects of organic production like fruit 
orchards, animal husbandry, arable and vegetable production, combining science with practical know-how. 
With a broad network, FiBL connects research, practice, and policy to promote organic and agroecological 
food systems worldwide. 

During the excursion we will visit the Agroforestry Demoplot at the FiBL farm, which serves as place for 
learning, exchange, and research on temperate agroforestry. Since the winter 2023/2024, the FiBL team 
has been planning and implementing diversified tree-strips combined with an organic crop rotation.  

The tree strip close to the field edge serves as a demonstration of the combination of various species with 
different uses and different growth types and heights in high density – diversification here is still ongoing 
(i.e. berries shall still be implemented).   

In the center, a research area, including timber trees and fodder hedges in between, serves to moni-
tor long-term effects of the tree strips and answer questions relevant to practitioners, around agroforestry 
and fodder hedges in particular.   

 

Afternoon: Farm Visit Eulenhof – Möhlin 

    

The Eulenhof is located in the municipality of Möhlin, in the canton of Aargau. This family-run organic farm 
has been managed by Edi and Käthi Hilpert since 1982. The farm features a permaculture design incorpo-

rating an integrated silvo-horticultural agroforestry system comprising over 500 high-stem fruit trees alter-
nate with over 200 medium-stem trees, as well as berries and perennial plants integrated with vegetable 
beds and biodiversity zones within the tree strips. Not only is the Eulenhof notable for its herringbone-pat-
terned appearance due to water management, but it is also notable for its diverse business activities involv-
ing the local population. These activities include a self-pick blueberry field, farm activities for schools, a per-
ennial nursery, and the marketing of vegetables and fruit via community-supported agriculture (CSA). 

 

 

https://www.fibl.org/en/locations/switzerland/locations-switzerland/frick/fibl-restaurant-frick
https://www.fibl.org/en/locations/switzerland/locations-switzerland/frick/fibl-restaurant-frick
https://hazelburger.ch/
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Timetable 

07.00 Departure 

Presentation 

• FiBL 

• Agridea 

Bus from Uni Neuchâtel 

Rue des Beaux-Arts 2 
2000 Neuchâtel 

09.00 Arrival 

• Bio Break 
• Local Apple-Cherry Juice and «Zopf» 

 

Hof Baregg 

Baregg 51  
4465 Hemmiken 

09.15 Start visit Obstgarten Farnsberg 

• Introduction of project 
• Pasture Systems (choice of animals breeds...) 

• Marketing of high stem fruit 
• Project-specific measures for support 

 
 

Jonas Schälle, BirdLife 

Christian Weber, Hof Baregg 

10.45 End visit Obstgarten Farnsberg  

11.00 Departure Bus from Hof Baregg 

11.30 Arrival  

Presentation 

• Hazelburger 
• Research for agroforestry 

FiBL Research Institute of Or-
ganic Agriculture 

Johanna Rüegg, FiBL 

Matthias Klaiss, FiBL 

Leander Dalbert, Hazelburger 

12.15 Lunch FiBL Restaurant 

13.15 Departure By foot 

13.30 Visit FiBL Agroforestry Demoplot Johanna Rüegg, FiBL 

Matthias Klaiss, FiBL 

14.40 Departure Bus from FiBL Demoplot 

15.00 Visit Eulenhof Möhlin 
• Community-supported agriculture 
• Vegetable production with agroforestry and biodiversty 
• Marketing 

 

Romy Vischer, Eulenhof 

Schaufelgasse 
4313 Möhlin 

16.20 End visit Eulenhof  

16.30 Departure Bus from Eulenhof 

18.30 Arrival / End of the excursion Uni Neuchâtel 

 
 
Please be punctual for departures! Times might change slightly, listen to your guides on site.
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Farm profile – Hof Baregg 

 

 
© Obstgarten Farnsberg https://obstgarten-farnsberg.ch/bauernbetriebe#hemmiken_baregg 

 

Name:  Lukas and Tobias Rieder 

Address: Baregg 51, CH-4465 Hemmiken, Switzerland 

Production Standards: ÖLN (ecological perfomance certificate), IP-Suisse, Galloway Gourmet Beef 

Livestock: Approximately 90 Galloway (cow-calf system), including cows, calves and young cattle 

Feeding: Extensive pasture-based system. The cattle graze on the farm’s grasslands and orchards from 
spring to autumn and are raised naturally without performance-enhancing feed additives 

Farm Area: 30 hectares of pasture, meadow and arable land, plus 3.4 ha of forest. The farm also manages 
more than 350 traditional high-stem fruit trees 

Crops: Grassland, wheat, ancient spelt (UrDinkel), orchard fruit (apples, cherries and plums), vegeta-
bles, berries and forest areas. Parts of the land are managed extensively as part of the “Farns-
berg Orchard” biodiversity project 

Labour Force: The farm is currently managed by Lukas and Tobias Rieder as the new owners and operators 
since 2026. Stefanie and Christian Weber, who previously ran the farm as a family business, 
continue to work on Hof Baregg as employees 

Special Features: Direct marketing through the farm shop, weekly markets and an online store; production of 
bakery products from home-grown wheat and ancient spelt; processing of fruit into jams, 
juices, syrups and spirits; farm restaurant for groups; guided orchard tours; participation in the 
“Farnsberg Orchard” conservation project promoting biodiversity and rare bird species 

 

https://obstgarten-farnsberg.ch/bauernbetriebe#hemmiken_baregg


EURAF 2026/Excursion 5: From tradition to modernity 5/5 

 

Farm profile – Eulenhof Möhlin 

 
© Lisa Nilles, AGRIDEA 

 
 
Name:  Romy Vischer and others  

Address: Schaufelgasse 34a, CH-4313 Möhlin, Aargau, Switzerland 

Production Standards: Organic farming (Bio Suisse certified), ecological agriculture since 1982, solidarity agriculture 
(SOLILA), agroecological and permaculture-based production system 

Farm Area: 19 hectares of agricultural land 

Crops: Vegetables, fruit, berries, herbs, potatoes, high-stem orchards, sweet chestnuts, biodiversity 
areas and agroforestry systems 

Labour Force:  
Romy – vegetable production, administration 
Michi – vegetable production 
Luki – orchard production 
Corinne – vegetable production, seedling propagation 
Urs – vegetable processing, seedling propagation 
Lea – accounting 
Tatjana – vegetable production, fruit preservation 
Christian – maintenance and repairs 
Mirjam – temporary / seasonal work 
Micha for farm management / orchard production 

Käthi (founder of farm) farm management 
Edi (founder of farm) – retired, still actively supporting the farm 

Special Features: Community-supported agriculture (SOLILA Eulenhof); Educational activities such as “School on 
the Farm” (SchuB); Seedling propagation (nursery production); Fruit processing (preserves, 
storage products) 

 


